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' EXECUTIVE DRECTORT. 
Message to the Council of Five Hundred. 


13th Ventose, (March 3), Fifth Year. 

CiTIZENS REPRESENTATIVES, +) 

TY O Governments of Europe havediſtinguiſhed them- 

= ſelves by a crafty and ſanguinary line of politics, & by 
their hatred to France, particularly France free and Re- 
publican, Theſe are, the Cabinet of St. James's and the 
Theocracy of Rome. 

The crimes of the firſt of theſe Governments have for a 
long time excited your indignation. Fhey ſhall ſoon re- 
ceive their juſt chaſtiſements. Theſe crimes, however, are 
nothing in compariſon with thoſe of the Biſhop of Rome. 

You have ſeen, in the late inſtance, with what inſolence 
the Ambaſſador of France, who now fits amongſt you, was 
inſulted in the Palace of the French Republic. He beheld 
one of our Heroes maſſacred before his eyes, by a wiiy in. 
trigue of that perfidious Government; audacious only in 
its attempt, but vile and abject aſter the perpetration of a 
crime—of that Government of Prieſts, ſupported for many 
ages by the credulity of nations, ſacerdotal fanaticiſms, & 
the intereſt of thrones - a Government contradictory to all 
the principles it ſeemed te profeſs, taking the name of 
Chriſtian only to diſhonour it, and itſelf deſtroying the 
religion it preached up, ſaying that its kingdom was not of 
this world, and at the ſame time uſurping univerſal Mo- 
narchy—a Government, aſſaſſin in proſperity, aſſaſſin in 
humiliation ; aſſaſſination was in all times the ſeaſon of its 
authority; and whether CLemenT VI. oppreſſed Europe 
by che extrayagance of his pride, or that Pius VI. concea- 
led his uſeleſs crowns in the ſolitude of the Vatican, we 
find the firſt of theſe ſervants of the ſervants of God arro- 
gantly aſſaſſinating the Emperor Lov 15 of Bavaria, as we 
lee the other cowardiy aſſaſſinating Baſleville & Duphot. 

For fourteen hundred years, humanity demanded the 
overthrow of that anti ſocial power, whoſe cradle ſeems 
to have been piaced. in the ræign of 1'iderius, but for the 
purpoſe of appropriating to itſelf the duplicity, the fero- 
cious tyranny, the gloomy policy and debauchery of the 
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| kinſman of Nero. What eye, taking it from that periods 


can bear to follow it without horror through that labyrinth 
of crimes, and deſcend with it to our days? - Behold it, 
ſorgeiting at once the primitive maxims of the goſpel, 
which only ſpeaks of humility, poverty and univerſal cha- 
rity ; behold it, after having ſhaken the throne of the 
Cxſars under the humble cloak the perſecuted, as the 
firſt act of its infant authority, abſolving Conſtantine for 
the murder of his wife, of his father in law, and his ſon; 
laviſhing the palms of heavenon the butcher ot Antiochus 
Wet by hy and undermining the empires of the Eaſt & 
t 


Weſt by thf bloody diſcords of 1egenerating hereſies. 
Then become robuſt, gigantic, & invulnerable, it ſhew- 
ed itſeif in the reign of Charlemagne, under all the marks 
of its ſacred feroci'y. It began a reign of a thouſand 
years, by the maſſacre of the untortunate Saxons. An a- 
poſtle — revolt, violator of all ſociety, deſtroyer of all laws; 
it forged its ticles in fabricating falle authorities; it gave 
masters to nations; depoſed or conſecraceti,.lonarchs ac- 
cordiagly as it ſuited its caprice, or ics ayarice. ; It pro- 
phaned their aſhes or preſcribed their apotheſis: It arro- 
gaced the right of inveſticures to make the Roman People. 
the reward of robbery. It is that which breaks all oaths 
and ſolemn obligations; commends every ſpecies of infi- 
delity ; ate in love with all treaſons; cover Europt with, 
butchers and blood; glide into Yona into 
the ſecrets of all families; invent ſuch excommunications 
as may affect all the Officers in that Department. The 
crimes aud treaſures of the Country were ſet. to a ion 
under the protection of the induigences; the murderous. 
arms of the inhabitants of Nice to be revenge fox the loſs. 
of their image; to avenge themſelves of the ſtatue the 
Patriarch, they engaged the Ciſizens pf mam, 1770 5 
peror Henry IV. was devoted to the poinards o ins; 
conſecrated by the Council of Latran, che horrible maſſa- 
cre of ne Albijenſes; decreed at Baſle to involve twenty, 
nations in war for, the intereſts; of three prieſts burnt at 
Conſtance, in honour of Heaven, the unfortunate John 
Huſs and Jcromo de Prague, and at legerer 1 the 
world by an cighteen years exhibition of diotiſm at Trent. 
Let it not be believedithat the Ocean oppoſes a barrier 
to his furor, The ſands of Idumea are yet wet with the 
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bleod with which the Popes drenched them, China, Ca- 
tai, and Japan, have learned to curſe the fanaticiſm of the 
Pontiffs of Rome ; and inthe other extremity of the world, 
the Sun of Cuſco on the tomb of the Incas demands an 
account of the blood of the unfortunate Indians. | 

But in the midſt of this conſtant ſucceſſion of theocratic 
calamities, what 7 have ſuffered more from them 
than the French? View theſe inſolent Popes making the 
fervile back of Louis the debonaire, and rejoice in the in- 
fult they gave to a nation in the perſon of its degraded 
Sovereign.---From our fertile plains they ſent the firſt 
dzmon of the Cruiades. Their monstrous avarice aſpired 
to the treaſures; and deferved the fate of the Templars. 
They made Philip the Bel their accomplice, and he trans- 
formed all Paris into a place of execution. It was a Hil- 
debrand, the poiſoner of 'feyeral Popes; a Bertrand de 
Gotha, a judicator of the prelacy of Bourdeaux ; a Doſſa 
de Cahors, the uſurper of the Roman Mitre; a Roger de 
Ermoges, a fraudulent Bankrupt, who, undet the' names of 
Gregory VII. Clement V. John XXII. and Cement VII: 
formed a diſtinguiſhed part among the Tyrants of France; 
and ſhared with corrupted Courtiers the money of the 
People, which they ſoon waſted in their debaucheries. To 
Leo X. our anceſtors were indebted for the fſacrilegicus 
concordat which ſwallowed up ſo many millions. But the 
—_ of France was a trifte to them; they thirſted for its 
There is not a ſangninary event in our Hiſtory in which 
ſome Pope is not concerned. Recollect the maſſacre of 
all the French in Sicily. Nicholas III. gave the ſignal for 
theſe homicidal Veſpers. Open the bloody Calendars of 
the Bourguignonians and the Armagnacs, and there yon 
will find the hand of Boniface IX. Examine the Tyranny 
of Louis XI. and you will ſee it ſanctioned by Sextus IV. 
Look at the furies of the League; and you will recognize 
Gregory III. receiving on his Throne the dreadful offer- 
ing of the head of Admiral Coligny. If you read the his- 
tory of the pretenſions ot Henry IV. to the Fhrone, you 
will find Gregory XIV. directing an army againſt France, 
and Clement VII. proudly commanding the Catholics to 
chooſc a King. In the affair of La Frende, Innocent X. 
protected Cardinal de Retz Did a ferocious“ Minifter 
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command the maſſacre of Cevenes? Innocent XII. blef- 
ſed the Butchers Did the moſt trifling diſputes about Ja- 
noenism engage the people ? Clement XI. heightened & 
exaſperated them. It was in conſequence of the bulls of 
the pretended common Father of the Faithful that the French 
were ſo often divided, foug':t, and deftroyed each other. 
At length, attacked on all fides by riſing philoſophy, con- 
founded by ſpreading knowledge, the Sacerdotal Giant 
ſunk into nothingneſs at the ſight of the French Revoluti- 
on. But recolle&t, Citizens Repreſentatives, that he was 
then the Generaliſſimo of the Vendean troops. In his 
name, all their brigands were led on with chapelets, ſcapu- 
laries, and daggers. The family of the ridiculons Preten- 
der of the Throne of France fled to Rome, and the Pope 
was the point of ſupport upon which the principal hopes 
of the eldeſt ſon of the Church reſted. Finally, recollect, 
that when ſo many Kings joined at Pilnitz in the mad hope 
of dimembering France, they depended more upon the 
auxiliary thunder of the Vatican than on their arms; and 
the firſt article of the treaty of coalition was the re-eſtabliſh. 
ment of fanaticiſm, and to bring back amongſt us the Mi- 
niſters of Rome. | | 
Although the knowledge of the Directory was well 

founded with reſpect to theſe and other facts, it conſulted 
with a certain degree of condeſcention the opinions of ſome 
French who were infatuated in their zeal for the intereſts” 
of the Popes. On that conſideration alone, Rome had 
been ſpared, C in that principle even the horrid aſſaſſin- 
ation perpetrated upon the perſon of Hugon Baſſeville, the 
| French Ambaſſador, had been forgotten. In ſigning the 
Treaty of Tolenation, the Pope had been pardoned: 
Ffuitleſs indulgence ! Fatal ' impunity! Scarcely had 
the French Troops withdrawn from the frontiers of the 
Hecleſiaſtieal State, when the work of aſſaſſination was re- 
commeneed by the Theocracy. One of our molt valuable 
Generals, the galant Duphot, marked out as a victim, ex- 
pired beneath their daggers. All Europe is convinced, 
that the Papal Government is the ſole author of this crime. 
that it has not been compelled by the lighteſt inſtigatio, 
to commit it ; and that it had itſelf excited, to that end, ag 
appearance of inſurrection. At the ſame time, the Ca; 
dinal Buſca carried on a corre ſpondence with the conſpir, | 
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tors, whoſe — eſtabliſhed on the 4th September, 
and whoſe deſign was to invoke France in the flames of 
Civil war on the ſubje& of religious worſhip and of Church 
Bells. — The Aſſembly for Eccleſiaſtical Affairs decided, 
that a faithful Catholic could not in conſcience take the 
oath of Hatred to Royalty; forgetting thus, that the Pro- 
oe Samuel threatens the people in the name of God, to 
end them Kings in his, vengeance. Finally, this Govern- 
ment collected troops, ſent for foreign Generals, and, in 
want of troops who were unwilling to fight for it, cajoled 
the inhabitants of the country, and diſtributed arms among 
them. | 5 | 
That was too much, Citizens Reprefentatives, the mea- 
ſure of its wickedneſs was full, and it became the province 
of the French Republic to. dry up the tears of humanity. 
The Executive Directory ordered the Army of Italy to 
march againſt Rome, and to take vengeance on that Gov- 
ernment for the commiſſion of ſo many outrages. The 
reſs of the Army experienced no impediment on the 
part of the Pepe's ſoldiers ; but ſome unfortunate peaſants, 
ſeduced by miſſionaries, dared to ſhew themſeives. They 
were ſoon diſperſed by focce, and afterwards enlightened 
by a Manifeſto of the French General. At length the in- 
habitants of Rome, who had not participated in the crimes 
of their Prieſts, have juſt obliterated them by a ſolemn 
diſavowal. The people have ſeparated their cauſe from 
that of the guilty, and have exacted juſtice from their own 
Government. In its firſt Meſſage, the Executive Di- 
rectory had announced to you, that the French troops 
were in poſſeſſion of the Caſtle of St. Angelo and the Cap- 
ito}, from the 22d Pluvioſe. 

It now tranſmits to you the laft intelligence which it has 
reccived from Rome, and which containsone of the greateſt 
events of modern Hiſtory, Until the 27th Pluviſo, Gen- 
neral BERTHIER, arrived under the walls of Rome, had not 
entered that City, He remained in his Camp. On the 
27th, the Anniverſary of the 22d year of Pius the VI. the 
Roman People repaired to the Campo Vaccino, where it 
drew up a ſolemn act of its reſumption of the Rights of 
Sovereignty. 
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The Act is dated Rome, 15th February 1798, The Firſt year of Liberty 
proclaimed in the Capitol. It is tollowed by the fignatures of uſe the Ro- 
man People who could write, to the number of ſeveral thouſands, It 
was read aloud by a diſtin and audible voice, in the midſt of an innu- 
merable multitude of People, confirmed and approved with acclamaiiony 
and univerſal joy. ; 

After the Proclamation, Trees of Liberty were planted before the Ca- 
pitol and in other public places. | 4 

At noon the Deputation, bearing the colours of the Roman R 9 
preſented to General Berthier the wiſhes of the People and the Proviſi- 
onal Government. Ihe General proceeded to the Capitol himſelf, to 
reply to the Roman People in the name of the French. — throu 
Rome ſurrounded by the people, who ſhouted forth applauſes on 
French Arms. He aſcended the Capitol to invoke the manes of Cato 
and of Brutus; and, agreeably to the intzntion of the Directory, he de- 
clared that the French Republic profeſſes this principle, viz, tha: the 


People are Sovereigns ; and acknowledged the independence of the Ro- 


man Republic, formed of all the territory which remained under the 
temporal authority of the Pope after the treaty of Formio. 

The Executive Directory joins to this meſſage a printed Copy of the 
declaration of General Berthier, in the French and Italian Languages. 

Atter the Declaration tranſmitted to the Proviſional Conſuls, the Ge- 
neral in Chief made the tour of the Capitol in the midſt of immegſe 
crouds, rending the air with cries of Live the French Republic, the Roman 
Republic and Liberty / | | bs | 

He paſſed through Rome to return to his camp. The ſame exclama- 
tions, the ſame joy followed him. 1 . 

He ſaid, in a diſpatch of the 27th Pluvioſe, The Altar of, Liberty 
is erected in the Capitol: All the People are content. . 

On the 28th,he wrote that the Revolution was made with the greateſt 
order, and that Rome preſented the impoſing and majeſtic ſpectacle of a 
wiſe people who reſumed their dignity, broke their chains, and entertai- 
ned no other paſſion than that of cold contempt againſt their oppreſſors. 

In another diſpatch, dated the 2d of Vemtoſe, he announced that 
every thing was done that could conſolidate the great work of the ever 
memorable day of te 27th Pluvioſe. 

The Municipality of Rome is organized, and alſo the Civic Guard, 
which has taken an oath of fidelity to the Romh Republic. 

The Frerck General has taken thoſe precautions which worſhip and 
prejudices might require on his part. On the 3oth Pluvioſe, the Chur- 
ches of Rome teſounded with a 7+ Deum, to celebrate the day on which 
Rome regained her Liberty, and proclaimed her Republic. Fourteen 
Cardinals ſung this hymn themſelves at St. Peters. They are not of the 
number of thoſe wha counſelled the horrible perfidy committed againſt 
France. The Authors of it are for the moſt part fled, the reſt are taken. 

The Pope quitted Rome on the 2d of this mouth, at four o'clock. He 
demanded from the French two officers, who were granted him to ſerve 
as ſafeguard. It was not thought proper to keep him priſoner, becauſe 
he threw himſelf upon our loyalty ; Nor have the attentions due to his 
great age been 1 but he felt himſelf that he could not remain 
longer in Rome. that he ought to complete the Revolution by giving 
place to Liberty, and reſigning himſelf to his fate. Free Rome 1s now 


(8) 
rid of the preſence of the Deſpot; his arms are taken from him, and his 
retreat has occaſioned a ſolemn feſtival. va 

Trees of Liberty are planted in all the Communes of the late States 
of the Church. There bas been ſome difficulty in deſtroying in Rome, 
the prejudice and hatred which tie P:pal Government had endeavoured 
to exite againſt the French Army, in propagating fears of violation, pil- 
lage, &c. and ſtating that, under the pretext of avenging a crime. France 
ſpeculated on the conqueſt of the Country, in order to make ſhameful 
traffic of it — Powers, But this finiſter impreſſion wa- removed 
by the frank reply of General Breruntzr, to the Act of the Roman 
People. He ſhewed them, that the Trench Nation did not carry on 4 
Slave Trade, and that, far from ſelling the People of other Countries, 
they were their deliverers. The ofder has been given to celebrate, at 
Rome, the funeral ceremony of the brave aud uafortunete Duphot. 

» Auguſt Monuments are to be erected on the ſpots Where Duphor and 
ille were maſſacred. 
he Roman People themſelves propoſed a Fete of antique and nobic 
character, dedicated to the glory of the French Republic, and which 18 
to take place in the Roman Forum, under the triumphal arches of the 
Emperors Titus and Severus. | 
You will be ſatisfied, Citizens Repreſentatives, with learning that ſucli 
t events have taken place without the effuſion of human blood; that 
public treaſury, the monuments of the arts, ptoperty and perfons, 
have been reſpected and that che diſcipline of the Army of Italy, equal 
to its valour, has merited the eſteem and admiration of the Romans re- 
fored to themſelves. 
The Directory have but one trait to add | 
The-provi ernment of the Roman Republic has appointed 
an Ambaſſador to the French Republic. He ſet off on the 3d Ventoſe. 
Oh! Citizens Repreſentatives, What a feature in the history of the world 
is the ſending to Paris of a Miniſter from the Roman Conſuls to thank 
the French for the gerierous —_— by them to the deliverance 
of Rome! What ſoul, however, under the influence of apathy, could 
remain inſenſible to ſo glorious a fight? Why can without tranſport, 
hear the reeital of the'awaking of the Roman People from their ſlumber? 
Who could refuſe to ſalute the, renaicent Republic? But, above all, how 
ſublime to bear the title of French Citizen, and to ſee that great People 
extinguiſh for ever the thunders of the Vatican, with the ſame hand that 
is ereCting again, in the Capitol, Altars to Liberty. : 
The Executive Directory cannot doubt the effect which this national 
;entiment will produce upon you, Citizens Repreſentatives; & they have 
reaſon to believe that you pprove, in 2 ſolemn manner, the conduct 


of the Army of Italy. 
| MERLIN, Preſident. 
LAGARDE, Sec. Gen, 
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